Introduction
The Tamaulipan thornscrub is a low dry forest and shrubland complex covering about 20 million hectares of the Gulf coastal plain in northeastern Mexico and southern Texas, the region is called the MatorraL The Tamaulipan thornscrub has been grazed by domestic stock for about 4 centuries and is heavily exploited by subsistence farmers for fuel, timber and other resources (Reid et al., 1989) . In (Stienen, 1989 Droughts occur in midsummer and winter. Annual free evaporation is 3 times the average precipitation (Carstens, 1987) .
The study site was a representative area of the Matorral growing on a Vertisol. Photosynthesis and transpiration were recorded with a portable (McDermitt, 1987 MPa, indicating that water potential was inversely proportional to WUEP (cf. Schulze, 1986) and that the more drought-adapted species tolerated higher internal water stress.
The mean diurnal photosynthetic rates of all species were relatively low ( Table I) 
